
	
 
Calling all Southwest Alumni, 
  
A team of talented parents, local foundations and civic leaders are proposing an 
independent, public Southwest High School for the now vacant facility. We envision a 
middle-sized program that is Rigorous, Innovative and Welcoming.   And we are calling 
the campaign to make it happen, Uniting At Southwest. 
  
If you live within several miles of the school you've probably seen our circular yard signs 
with the distinctive "U" popping up through the neighborhoods. This is a serious effort 
that stands a strong chance of success. Over the past ten years or so a variety of top 
notch, public elementary/middle schools have sprung up in the city (Academié Lafayette, 
Hale Cook, Crossroads Academy... to name just a few).  Now this growing base of 
charter and KCSPS families, along with many parochial school parents, want a great 
public high school for their children.  Naturally, the vacant Southwest facility is an ideal 
facility for this. 
  
The Bloch, DeBruce, McDonnell and Stowers Foundations are funding research and 
development; and the advisory board includes State Senator Holsman, Mayor James’ 
Education Advisor, along with a diverse group of parents with experience starting and 
serving many of the area’s top schools, both public and private. 
  
We are proposing a "project-based” curriculum where, in addition to their studies, 
students undertake significant, real-world projects that build professional skills needed to 
thrive in the modern economy:  how to recognize opportunity, develop a plan and 
marshal resources to seize it, research, select and motivate a team, fail and adjust, and 
drive a project to completion and public presentation.  We also envision a program that 
combines a strong base of students from the surrounding neighborhoods with students 
from across the KCPS footprint who want this unique style of education----an "all 
together" kind of school. 
  
You can read about it and watch a short video at the website. We need to demonstrate 
there is demand for a new public high school of this nature in order to create a kind of 
"standing" to open a dialogue with the school district. Since March 15, parents of some 
1,400 children have indicated on our online Support Survey that they would "strongly 
consider" sending their children to this school. Many alumni and other taxpayers are 
indicating their support as well. We plan to present these findings to KCPS after June 
15th. 
  
You can learn more about the vision and our leadership, and (whether you have kids or 
not) help make it happen by: 
  

• Taking the 1-minute Support Survey at: unitingatsouthwest.org  
• "Liking" us on Facebook to receive updates,  
• Passing along this note to other SWHS alumni and potential supporters. 
• Request a Uniting at Southwest Yard-Sign.  WE DELIVER! 

  
Help make it happen! 
-The USW Team 


